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01 | CSC MATTERS

The Workshop commenced with a  presentat ion f rom the EU ETS Administer ing Authori ty  in
Cyprus,  which is  the Department  of  Environment at  the Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Rural
Development and Environment,  on the regulatory compliance and a Q&A session.  This  was
fol lowed by group meetings between part ic ipants  and service providers ,  Members of  the
Chamber,  who presented relevant  solut ions to the chal lenges ar is ing out  of  the
implementat ion of  the EU ETS.  

C Y P R U S  S H I P P I N G  C H A M B E R  H O L D S  W O R K S H O P  O N  E U  E M I S S I O N S

T R A D I N G  S Y S T E M

The Cyprus Shipping

Chamber on Tuesday 12

March 2024, organized a

Workshop addressed to its

Member companies regarding

the regulatory framework

governing the EU Emissions

Trading System (ETS), which

entered into force on 1

January 2024, and examined

the obligations it imposes on

the Shipping companies. 

The workshop was informative and wel l -attended,  br inging together  representat ives f rom
seven service providers  and more than one hundred individuals  f rom the Chamber’s  Member
companies.

http://www.csc-cy.org/
http://www.csc-cy.org/
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01 | CSC MATTERS

C S C  C H A R I T Y / R E L A Y  M A R A T H O N  I N  S E P T E M B E R  T O  C O M M E M O R A T E

3 5  Y E A R S  A N N I V E R S A R Y

As 2024 marks 35 years  s ince the   Chamber’s  establ ishment,  i t
has been decided to commemorate the special  occasion by
organising a “CSC Chari ty  Marathon” on Sunday,  29 September
2024,  a  day after  the IMO “World Mari t ime Day”.  

Part ic ipat ion in  the event  wi l l  be exclusive to the employees of  the Chamber’s  Member-
Companies and their  immediate family  members.  The Marathon wi l l  be comprised by two
separate Runs,  one spanning 35km and one spanning 3.5km

The event  wi l l  be char i table in  i ts  nature,  and given that  running is  a l l  about  mobi l i ty ,  i t  has
been decided that  the event  wi l l  a im at  ra is ing awareness and money for  adolescents  with
mobil i ty  impairments.

In  this  respect ,  invi tat ions were extended with our  Circular  No.21/2024 dated 19 March 2024
to interested Member-companies whose runners wi l l  be wi l l ing to wheel  a  number of
adolescents  with mobil i ty  impairments for  the durat ion of  the 35km Run,  in  the format  of  a
“Relay Run” amongst  themselves in  an ef fort  to  of fer  them the joy of  part ic ipat ion.
 

http://www.csc-cy.org/
http://www.csc-cy.org/
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Similar ly ,  Member-Companies have been invited to express their  readiness to come forward
with donations to be offered to a  Cyprus char i ty  organisat ion support ing adolescents  with
mobil i ty  impairments.  A radio l ive l ink wi l l  be covering the event  in  order  to generate as
much awareness as  possible.  Social  and tradit ional  media act iv i t ies  wi l l  a lso take place.

Moreover ,  i t  should be noted that  the success of  this  part icular  event  wi l l  heavi ly  depend on
the tangible support  of  Volunteers  f rom our  Member-Companies in  terms of  providing
assistance in  organisat ion and execution.  

www.csc-cy.org  |  page 02
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C S C  C H A R I T Y / R E L A Y  M A R A T H O N  I N  S E P T E M B E R  T O  C O M M E M O R A T E

3 5  Y E A R S  A N N I V E R S A R Y

As this  is  the f i rst  t ime that  we aim at  organis ing such an ambit ious event  for  such a worthy
cause,  we s incerely  hope that  al l  our  members wi l l  act ively  support  this  Chamber ini t iat ive by
part ic ipat ing with runners for  the two runs and with volunteers  as  support .

http://www.csc-cy.org/
http://www.csc-cy.org/
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The European Community’  Shipowners Associat ions (ECSA) which includes the
nat ional  shipowners associat ions of  the European Union held i ts  regular  Board of
Directors  meeting on 7 May 2024,  in  Brussels .  

Attending the meeting on behalf  of  the Cyprus Shipping Industry  were Messrs .
Phi l ippos Phi l is ,  Nicolas Hadj ioannou and Thomas Kazakos.  

I tems in the meeting’s  discussions included the implementat ion of  measures to
further  reduce greenhouse gas emissions and pr ior i ty  access to low-  and zero-
emissions fuels  for  Shipping,  mari t ime safety,  taxat ion ship f inance,  seafarer ’s
wages,  economic securi ty ,  and the attacks against  commercial  ships in  the red Sea.  

In  v iew of  the recent  t ragic loss of  seafarers  l ives aboard the commercial  ship “True
Confidence” in  the Red Sea as a  result  of  a  missi le  str ike,  the urgent  and imperat ive
need for  States to provide adequate protect ion to Shipping and to defenceless
seafarers  was re-emphasized.

01 | CSC MATTERS

C Y P R U S  S H I P P I N G  D I S C U S S E D  I N  B R U S S E L S  T H E  A T T A C K S  A G A I N S T

C O M M E R C I A L  S H I P S  I N  T H E  R E D  S E A

http://www.csc-cy.org/
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ICS Maritime Law Committee 05/021.

ICS Shipping Policy Committee 05/022.

ECSA Ship Finance Working Group - 06/023.

ICS BoD - 06/024.

ECSA Safety and Environment Committee, Berlin - 16/025.

ECSA Communications Working Group - 16/026.

ESCA Taxation Working Group - 20/027.

ECSA State Aid Committee - 20/028.

ECSA Shipping Policy Committee - 21/029.

ECSA Maritime Security Working Group - 21/0210.

ECSA Ship Finance Roundtable - 22/0211.

EMSA 69th Administrative Board - 06/0312.

ECSA BoD - 07/0313.

ECSA Communications Working Group - 14/0314.

ECSA Ad-Hoc Taxation WG - 14/0315.

Crewing and Training Committee - 19/0316.

ICS Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping Working Group - 26/0317.

L O C A L  R E P R E S E N T A T I O N

www.csc-cy.org  |  page 04

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  R E P R E S E N T A T I O N

0 2  | L O C A L  &  I N T E R N A T I O N A L                              

R E P R E S E N T A T I O N   

The Chamber’s  Secretar iat  and Representat ives f rom i ts  Member-Companies
part ic ipated in the fol lowing meetings during February and March 2024,  both at
local  and internat ional  level ,  in  order  to be able to of fer  as  much assistance as
possible to i ts  Members in  terms of  information and updates related to important
shipping matters .  Members interested to receive more information on the matters
discussed at  these meetings,  should contact  the Secretar iat .

Seafarers  Registry ,  Transport  Par l iamentary Committee 08/021.
CSC Commercial  Operat ions and Trade Faci l i tat ion Committee -  14/022.
CSC Ports ,  Passenger  ships and Cruise Tourism Committee -  15/023.
Mult imarine BlueBarge project  Presentat ion -  13/024.
EOKE Round table Discussion 11/035.
1st  CSN Cyprus Mari t ime Supply Chain and Vessel  Performance forum -  20/036.
CYFOS General  Assembly -  21/037.
Mari t ime Sanct ions Roundtable,  James Mart in Centre for  Non-Prol i ferat ion
Studies/  US Department  of  State 27/03

8.

ITIC/UK Defence EU ETS Panel  debate -  Ship managers are you ready? -  27/039.

http://www.csc-cy.org/
http://www.csc-cy.org/
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C S C  -  I N  L O N D O N  F O R  I C S  B O D  M E E T I N G

The Internat ional  Chamber of  Shipping held a  Board of  Directors  meeting on 6
February 2024 at  i ts  London Off ices.  In  attendance was the President  of  the Cyprus
Shipping Chamber,  Mr.  Themis Papadopoulos,  a lso under  his  capacity  as  ICS’  Vice-
President ,  and CSC’  Director  General ,  Mr .  Thomas A.  Kazakos,  representing the
Cyprus Shipping Industry .  

The meeting focused on current  shipping pol icy issues and chal lenges such as
IMO’s negotiat ions on Green House Gas reduction measures and the Red Sea
attacks.  The Mani la  Seafarer  2050 summit  and the potent ial  of  organizing a Mari t ime
Shipping Pol icy Forum was also discussed.

In addit ion,  jo ining the meeting was the Internat ional  Transport  Workrer ’s
Federat ion ( ITF)  General  Secretary,  Mr.  Stephen Cotton,  who discussed the
industry’s  pr ior i t ies  and how ICS and ITF can further  co-operate.

0 2  | L O C A L  &  I N T E R N A T I O N A L                            

R E P R E S E N T A T I O N   

http://www.csc-cy.org/
http://www.csc-cy.org/
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I C S  M A R I T I M E  L A W  C O M M I T T E E  0 5 / 0 2

Discussions revolved around National
Minimum Wage Laws and UNCLOS issues
ar is ing out  of  the use of  EGCS.  

Liber ia  reported that  the UK had responded
to their  Letter  of  Protest  but  with no
substance.  The Committee considered next
steps,  and was agreed by al l  that  the ICS
exercise to convince other  States to join
Liber ia  should continue.  

The UK Chamber of  Shipping reported that
the UK Seafarers  Wages Act  has yet  to  be
enforced whi le  consultat ion regarding
secondary legis lat ion to be enacted,  is  being
delayed due to port  authori t ies  resistance.
There is  however ,  a  mounting pressure by the
Trade Unions to t ransform the Seafarer ’s
Charter  into a  mandatory instrument and that
was noted with concern.  

France’  ambit ion to expand i ts  law’s  scope of
appl icat ion -currently  only  appl icable in  the
Channel-  to  other  EU countr ies  was
highl ighted with concern.  EU level
discussions where noted as key for  this
matter .

I C S  S H I P P I N G  P O L I C Y  C O M M I T T E E  0 5 / 0 2

Reference was made to the recent  ETF’s
manifesto and concern was expressed over
i ts  approach pertaining to the claims of
jur isdict ion and the need to revise the EU
State Aid Guidel ines.  They further  stated that
there was a  need to pressure the EU via  the
Mari t ime Directors  to block the ETF’s
intent ions.  The Shipping Chamber supported
said posit ion.  

Regarding UNCLOS,  issues ar is ing f rom the
use of  EGCS,  reference was made to the IMO
Legal  Affai rs  Off ice advice to MEPC 81 on the
use of  EGCS as an al ternat ive compliance
mechanism under  MARPOL Annex VI  and the
relat ionship with UNCLOS and the comments
submitted by Japan for  considerat ion at  the
Sub-Committee for  Prevention Pol lut ion and
Response PPR 11.

ICS and al l  nat ional  associat ions,  including
the Shipping Chamber,  supported the
Japanese submission,  as  part  of  an ef fort  to
prevent  States to uni lateral ly  regulate areas
in their  EEZs (under  IMO Convention)
without  pr ior  consultat ion and approval  of
the relevant  internat ional  body ( IMO)

The Committee assessed the  current  status
of  the Nat ional  Seafarers  Wages Laws with
similar  discussions taking place as in  the
Mari t ime Law Committee.  ICS provided an
update on their  ESG Ini t iat ive for  which the
Shipping Chamber already has expressed
support  for ,  provided that  the voluntary
nature of  the ESG disclosure wi l l  be ensured
and that  iw wi l l  neither  endorse nor  oppose
any specif ic  report ing f rameworks or  ESG
standards.  

On the OECD Digital  Tax Ini t iat ive and
part icular ly  regarding Pi l lar  I I ,  Hong Kong
reported var ious issues i t  faced in relat ion to
the pract ical  appl icat ion of  the “commercial
and strategic management”  requirement.

www.csc-cy.org  |  page 06

Regarding the Poseidon Pr inciples and the
Sea Cargo Charter ,  i t  was reported that  the
Sea Cargo Secretar iat  had embarked on a
campaign to register  more owners under  the
init iat ive.  This  was seen as an ef fort  to  cover
the bad results  of  the Bank’s  s ignator ies  to
the Poseidon Pr inciples and to camouflage
any indicat ions of  greenwashing that  placed
their  port fol io’s  at  r isk .

http://www.csc-cy.org/
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03 | COMMITTEES

S E A F A R E R S  R E G I S T R Y ,  T R A N S P O R T  P A R L I A M E N T A R Y  C O M M I T E E  0 8 / 0 2

The Chamber’s  Marine Off icer  attended the
Transport  Par l iamentary Committee meeting
on 8 February 2024 during which the
amending of  the bi l l  for  the “Merchant
Shipping (Registrat ion of  Seafarer 's  and
Seafarers  Register)  Law of  2023 was tabled
for  discussion.  The Chamber,  in  coordinat ion
with the SDM, recommended for  the
al lowance of  72 hours - instead of  24-  for  the
company to provide the required seafarers
documentat ion for  their  registrat ion within
the registry .  

This  proposal  a long with a  few other  minor
proposed amendments were approved.  The
intent ion is  for  the amending bi l l  to  be
submitted to the Plenary for  approval  within
the coming weeks.

www.csc-cy.org  |  page 07

The committee met  in  order  to exchange f i rst
views and share experiences in  v iew of  the
enforcement of  the EU Emissions Trading
System (ETS)  on 1 January 2024.  The
Chamber’s  Secretar iat  was mostly  interested
to know of  any general  queries or  pract ical
issues facing shipping companies,  especial ly
fol lowing the publ icat ion of  the EU ETS
implementat ion act  by the European
Commission issued on 31 January 2024,
including a l ist  a l locat ing shipping
companies to Administer ing Authori t ies .    

Queries focused on the regulatory aspect
rather  than the on commercial ,  with the latter
being a matter  to  be addressed during the
pract ical  implementat ion stage of  the EU ETS,
and on issues relat ing to assumption of
responsibi l i ty ,  t imel ines,  bareboat  charter ,
mandating and approach to other
Administer ing Authori t ies .  The Chamber’s
Secretar iat  undertook to obtain clar i f icat ions
from the European Commission/EMSA via
ECSA.  

C R E W I N G  A N D  T R A I N I N G  C O M M I T T E E  1 9 / 0 3

The Committee reviewed the agenda notes of
the ICS Crewing and Training Sub-Committee
meting to be held on 27 March 2024 and the
ICS STCW Working Group meeting to be held
on 26 March 2024.  The Committee noted the
outcome of  the IMO Sub-Committee on
Human Element,  Training and Watchkeeping
(HTW 10)  which was held between 5-9
February 2024 with the report  of  the Working
Group on the comprehensive review of  the
STCW Convention and Code being the most
important  topic of  discussion.  

The committee also reminded of  the Mission
to Seafarers  (MTS) Suicide Awareness course
cal led SafeTALK and agreed to consider  the
possibi l i ty  of  cooperat ing with the MTS on
the organisat ion of  a  course in  Cyprus within
2024 for  the Chamber’s  Members.  The
Secretar iat  undertook to invest igate interest
from Members and arrange the course i f
suff ic ient  placements are secured.

http://www.csc-cy.org/
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C S C  W E L C O M E S  E U  C O M M I S S I O N S  A S S U R A N C E  T O  G I V E  S H I P P I N G

P R I O R I T Y  A C C E S S  T O  O W -  A N D  Z E R O -  E M I S S I O N  F U E L S

By foster ing an environment conducive
to innovat ion and investment in  green
technologies,  the Commission paves the
way for  a  greener ,  more resi l ient
mari t ime sector  and a sustainable future
for  Europe in general .

Addit ional ly ,  the Chamber with
sat isfact ion,  noted the Commissions
support ive considerat ion to the IMO
Strategy on the reduction of  GHG
emissions in  shaping di f ferent iated
targets  for  Shipping,  as  wel l  as  the need
for  s ignif icant  investments required in
the exist ing fossi l  fuels  based energy
production models  with renewable and
low-carbon fuels  necessitated by the
shipping sector .

On February 2024,  the European
Commission in  the context  of  presenting
its  assessment for  EU’s  2040 cl imate
target  committed to address barr iers  to
the deployment of  a l ternat ive low-  and
zero-emissions fuels  ( including e- fuels
and advanced biofuels)  and extend to
the mari t ime sector  pr ior i ty  access to
them, over  sectors  that  have access to
other  decarbonisat ion solut ions

In i ts  assessment,  the Commission
recommended reducing the EU’s  net
greenhouse gas emissions by 90% by
2040,  relat ive to 1990.  The 2040 cl imate
target  wi l l  reaff i rm EU’s  determinat ion to
tackle cl imate change.  

The Chamber,  welcoming the
Commission’s  assurance expressed i ts
bel ief  that  pr ior i t is ing the mari t ime
sector ’s  access to these fuels  not  only
accelerates the pace of  decarbonisat ion
in Shipping but  also ensures the
industry’s  competi t iveness and
sustainabi l i ty  in  the long-term.  

04 | REPORTING
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19 February 2024,  marked three months
since the Houthis   seized vehicles
carr ier  Galaxy Leader  and i ts  25-
member crew in the Red Sea.  The
Cyprus Shipping Chamber,  in  concert
with 26 other  members of  the Mari t ime
Industry  f rom around the world,  co-
s igning a joint  statement,  united their
voice to express concern for  the captive
seafarer ’s  l ives and cal led on the
Houthis  for  their  immediate release.  The
statement stressed that  the 25 captive
seafarers  are innocent  v ict ims of  the
ongoing aggression against  world
shipping and their  pl ight  is  a  major
concern as the merchant  shipping
community  continues to come under
attack.  The statement further  stressed
that  internat ional  organisat ions and
States must  make al l  ef forts  to  secure
their  release.

On the same day the EU launched i ts
defensive mari t ime securi ty  operat ion
in the Red Sea,  dubbed operat ion
“ASPIDES”.  The operat ion retains a
defensive mandate aimed at  restor ing
and preserving f reedom of  navigat ion
in the Red Sea and the Gulf .  In  that
context ,  i t  wi l l  ensure mari t ime
situat ional  awareness accompany
merchant  vessels  and protect  them
from cross-sectoral  attacks at  sea.  The
Chamber strongly welcomed the launch
of  the operat ion stressing that
European presence in the area
addressing securi ty  concerns and
keeping seafarers  safe is  essential
whi le  at  the same t ime supports  al l
coordinated efforts  - including
diplomatic  act ion aimed at  de-
escalat ing the cr is is .  

C H A M B E R  S T R O N G L Y  W E L C O M E S

E U ’ S  O P E R A T I O N  A S P I D E S

C H A M B E R  U N I T E S  V O I C E

C A L L I N G  F O R  T H E  R E L E A S E   

O F  G A L A X Y  L E A D E R ’ S  C R E W

www.csc-cy.org  |  page 09
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T H E  C Y P R U S  S H I P P I N G  C H A M B E R  C O N D E M N S  D E A D L Y  A T T A C K

A G A I N S T  C O M M E R C I A L  S H I P  “ T R U E  C O N F I D E N C E ”

www.csc-cy.org  |  page 10

The Cyprus Shipping Chamber strongly condemned the missi le  attack against
commercial  ship,  “True Confidence“,  that  c laimed the l ives of  three of  i ts  crew
members,  whi le  injur ing at  least  four  others  on Wednesday,  6  March 2024,  in  the
Red Sea.  

The Chamber extended i ts  s incere condolences to the famil ies  of  the seafarers  who
died,  as  wel l  as  wishes that  those who went  missing are found and hopes for  the
speedy recovery of  those injured,  some in a  cr i t ical  condit ion.  

The loss of  innocent  and defenceless seafarer ’s  l ives in  the context  of  the ongoing
attacks against  commercial  ships in  the Red Sea,  is  a  highly unacceptable and
dangerous development making i t  imperat ive,  that  States and the internat ional
lawful  community ,  urgently  take al l  necessary measures in  securing commercial
ships and their  personnel  navigat ing the specif ic  area.  

http://www.csc-cy.org/


Opening of Academic Year 12 June 2023

May 2023 Exam Results Published 24 August 2023

Deadline for Post Examination Review for May 2023 Exams 7 September 2023

Deadline for Back to School Discount 25 September 2023

Final Deadline for November 2023 Exam Registration 19 October 2023

Deadline for Deferment, Exam Centre or Subject Changes for November 2023 Exams 26 October 2023

November 2023 Exam Session 20-30 November 2023

Deadline to Request Exceptional Exam Centres for May 2024 Exams 9 February 2024

November 2023 Exam Results Published 22 February 2024

Deadline for Post Examination Review for November 2023 Exams 7 March 2024

Final Deadline for May 2024 Exam Registration 11 April 2024

Deadline for Deferment, Exam Centre or Subject Changes for May 2024 Exams 18 April 2024

May 2024 Examination Session 13 - 23 May 2024

May 2024 Examination Results Published 22 August 2024

05 | MARITIME EDUCATION

The Professional Qualifying Examinations

(PQE) are the entry level requirement for

membership with the Institute of Chartered

Shipbrokers. The mission of the Institute is

promoting professionalism in the shipping

industry worldwide. Once you pass the

examinations you are eligible to apply for

membership. 

The examinations take place in Limassol each

year in May and November as arranged by the

Cyprus Branch of the Institute. 

www.csc-cy.org |  page 11

T H E  I N S T I T U T E  O F  C H A R T E R E D  S H I P B R O K E R S  -  P R O F E S S I O N A L

Q U A L I F Y I N G  E X A M I N A T I O N S  ( P Q E )

The Member-company employees who are
consider ing s i t t ing the examinat ions and who
may require any advice are urged to make f i rst
contact  with the Chamber 's  Marine Off icer ,  Mr.
Chrysostomos Efthymiou,  at  the Chamber’s
Secretar iat  (Tel :  25 360717)  or  emai l
c .efthymiou@csc-cy.org.  

Further  information on these matters  may be
obtained from the Educat ion Off icer  of  the
Cyprus Branch,  Mr.  Costas Si l i tz iot is ,  on 99
464012 or  Ms.  Stel la  Mavrommatis ,  Assistant
Educat ion Off icer ,  at :
icscy.educat ion@gmail .com.

http://www.csc-cy.org/
mailto:icscy.education@gmail.com


www.csc-cy.org |  page 12

06| EMPLOYMENT 

C A N D I D A T E S

C o n t a c t  u s  a t  c s c @ c s c - c y . o r g  t o  r e c e i v e  a n y  o f  t h e  a b o v e  C V s .

M r .  N i k o l a s  T h r a s y v o u l o u
27,  Cypriot .  Holder  of  a  BSc
in Accounting and Finance
and of  an MSc in Shipping
Management,  currently  a
Marine Accounting Manager
and ACCA student .    

M r .  M a r i o s  K y r i a c o u
27,  Cypriot .  Holds a  BSc in
Mathematics  and Stat ist ics
and an MSc in Art i f ic ial
Intel l igence.  Currently
occupied as an AI/ML
Egnineer  at  a  software
company,  and freelance
Mathematics  tutor .M r  P a n a y i o t i s  A m i r a s

47.  Greek.  Mari t ime
professional .  Currently  an
Independent  Charter ing
Shipbroker .  Holds a  DipHE in
Mari t ime Business with
Mari t ime Law.

M s .  P a n t e l i t s a  C h r i s t o u
24,  Cypriot .  Holder  of  a
Bachelor  in  Chemical
Engineering

M r .  A n d r e a s  E v r i p i d o u
39,  Cypriot .  Holder  of  a
Diploma in MIS f rom
Intercol lege.  Professional
experience in IT

M s .  M a r i n a  S a p a r i l l a
18,  Cypriot .  Currently  a
Business Administrat ion
student  and The Cyprus
Universi ty  of  Technology.
Restaurant  worker .

http://www.csc-cy.org/
http://csc-cy.org/

