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I
t is with particular pleasure that I have

been invited to contribute in this

Special Publication, on the occasion of

the 25th Year Anniversary of the Cyprus

Shipping Chamber.

Twenty five years ago, a few Shipping

entrepreneurs had a vision. A vision of

establishing an organisation that would

‘Navigate Cyprus Worldwide’. The creation

of the Chamber has facilitated the turning

of this vision into reality. With a mission, not

only to preserve Cyprus’ prominent

position in world Shipping, but also to

improve and further develop it.

The 25th Year Anniversary of the Shipping

Chamber comes amidst the aftermath of

the recent adverse financial developments

in Cyprus. In this context, there is no doubt

that the Shipping sector is invited to play

an even more leading role in our effort for

recovery. It constitutes a crucial part of the

backbone of our economy and one of the

main pillars of growth.

Foresight, proper planning and

hard work are therefore, virtues

which are now indispensable

in our mission to preserve

Cyprus’ leading edge.  For this

precise reason the Government in close

co-operation with the Cyprus Shipping

Chamber is determined to introduce

those mechanisms necessary to protect

this important sector, as well as reinforce

it further.

In view of the recent financial developments

in Cyprus, following the Eurogroup decision

in March 2013, as a government we have

done everything to ensure that Shipping

remained one of the most important blood

donors of the Cyprus Economy. The Cyprus

Shipping Chamber should equally feel

proud for the effectiveness of its own

concerted efforts. 

As “the Voice of the Shipping Industry of

Cyprus”, I urge the Cyprus Shipping

Chamber to continue to work creatively in

the quest of new Shipping modalities for

public and private partnerships. It is

through them, that innovative new ways

can be exploited also in view of the recent

discovery of Natural Gas in the Exclusive

Economic Zone of Cyprus. Our joint effort

is to maintain and improve Cyprus’

leading edge as one of the largest, “all-

embracing” Shipping and Energy Centres

globally.

Through this message, I wish to express

the State’s appreciation to the Cyprus

Shipping Chamber and all its Member-

Companies, for continuing to trust Cyprus

and our Flag through all these years. I

would like to thank them for truly being an

invaluable asset for Cyprus Shipping,

through which significant political,

economic and social advantages of Cyprus

are promoted.  

Whilst expressing my sincere

congratulations to the Cyprus Shipping

Chamber for its 25 Years solid contribution

towards Cyprus Shipping, I wish the

Chamber every success in its future

endeavours as the true “Voice of

the Cyprus Shipping Industry”.

What I would like to reassure

you, is that my government

will be a reliable partner in

your efforts.

Message by H.E. Mr. Nicos Anastasiades
President, Republic of Cyprus 

President, Republic of Cyprus
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Dear Reader,

On behalf of the Cyprus Shipping Chamber, I present you our 25th Year Anniversary Special Publication.

For us at the Chamber, 2014 constitutes a landmark in our history and multifaceted contribution to the Cyprus
economy and society at large, since it marks our 25th Year Anniversary.  During this long journey, the Chamber has
acted as the trade association of the Shipping Industry in Cyprus and its official representative both nationally and
internationally. Since its establishment in January 1989, the Chamber has continued to promote the interests of its
Members and Cyprus Shipping in general, the prestige and reputation of the Cyprus flag and of course, the
recognition of Cyprus as a modern Shipping centre. 

We trust that our 25th Year Anniversary Special Publication will offer you the opportunity to learn about the work and activities
of the Cyprus Shipping Chamber during the past quarter of century and will be used by readers as a guiding beacon for
the course and direction of the Cyprus Shipping Industry in the years ahead.

We express herewith, warm-hearted thanks and appreciation to all who have contributed in preparing this historical
publication, as well as our publishers, Seatrade Magazine.

Enjoy reading this Special Publication.

Capt. Eugen Henning Adami 
President
Cyprus Shipping Chamber

Welcome message

This 25th Anniversary Special

Publication, compiled by Seatrade

Communications Ltd in association with

the Cyprus Shipping Chamber, was first

published in June 2014.

Photos courtesy of the Cyprus Shipping

Chamber and its Member Companies.

For further information on the Chamber

please visit: www.csc-cy.org 
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Turbocharging anytime, anywhere?

Definitely.

ABB is the premier service provider of turbochargers. We provide innovative, efficient
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History

The origins of the modern Cyprus
Shipping Industry started in 1963,
when the Cyprus Register of Ships

was set up. In the early 1970s, the first of
a series of German shipowners
disillusioned by the Shipping operational
and tax regime in their own country
decided to set up in Limassol instead.
These expat owners joined fledgling local
Shipping lines like Salamis and Louis,
which in those days carried mainly
general cargo and passengers between
the European mainland and the island.

Hanseatic Shipping was founded in
Cyprus by the Bernhard Schulte Group
as the first German-controlled
shipmanagement company in 1972. Initial
managing director was Heinrich
Schoeller, who six years later went on to
found his own group, Schoeller Holdings,
owner of Limassol-based third party
manager Columbia Shipmanagement. 

Ahrenkiel Group was another early settler,
setting up its own Cyprus-based
management operation for group and third
party vessels in the early 1970s as also did
the Harmstrof Group. 

Despite political turmoil and partition of the
country in the mid-1970s, the Limassol-
based Shipping sector continued growing.
In 1979, new shipmanagement group
Interorient was formed, and was soon
taken over by a local businessman, Adonis

Papadopoulos, well versed in
the fruit export business.
Interorient later on
became a well respected
shipowning company
operating from their
impressive offices near
Limassol Port. 

A few years later dedicated crew
management company Marlow Navigation
was set up by Hermann Eden, targeting
mainly small German shipowners. And in
1988 the Leer-based Hartmann Group
established a Cyprus-based management
arm for the group’s dry bulk vessels,
Intership Navigation.  

For the founding of the CSC, however, the
most notable event had occurred the
previous year with the decision by
German shipowner Klaus E. Oldendorff to
relocate with his family to Limassol, his
Reederei Nord company starting up
operations on the island in January 1987.
The owner himself, an avid yachtsman,
was to become an enthusiastic advocate
of a country where one could “ski in the
morning and swim in the sea in the
afternoon,” as he liked to say.  

Where influential German owners led,
others followed, and “by 1989 we had
attracted Shipping people from all over
Europe with their own ideas and ways of
doing things,” recalls Adonis Papadopoulos,

first President of the Cyprus
Shipping Council (as it was
then called). “They were
all approaching the
government individually
with their different

requests, and as an
Industry we decided that

this wasn’t the proper way to
go about things.” 

In fact, it was a government official who first
suggested to Papadopoulos the idea of
forming of an association, in order for the
local Shipping Industry to speak with one
voice. “I was sceptical at first, feeling the
interests of foreign companies might not be
the same as local ones,” he recalls, “but on
more careful consideration realised that
Cyprus was an international Shipping
centre, where you had to bring together
experience, knowledge, ideas and even
problems.” History has borne this out, since
“over the past 25 years I don’t think there
has been a single clash between guests
and locals,” he adds.

Cyprus also had the “good fortune at that
time of having a very strong personality
within the German community in the form
of Klaus Oldendorff,” continues
Papadopoulos. “He was a very influential
person and could muster different
individuals and ideas together, while I was
a Cypriot and therefore had better access
to the government.”    

Origins of the CSC

5
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Early Years
The CSC started out with 17 Founder
Members in 1989. “It took a few months to
start growing,” recalls founder President
Adonis Papadopoulos, “but then people
realised it was here to stay and the
Industry rushed to the Council
and in a very short time
there were 60 Members. 

Klaus Oldendorff took
over the presidency at
the end of the first year,
for an extended two-year
term, after which the post
reverted back to Papadopoulos
for his final term, and then back to
Oldendorff again, this time for a three-
year stint, meaning just two presidents
spanned the CSC’s first eight years.

Oldendorff took great pains during his
terms of presidency to stress the

importance to the Cypriot
Shipping community of
having a quality national
flag. He used the platform of

CSC meetings attended by
government representatives to

publicly call for a speeding up of
the Department of Merchant

Shipping‘s plans to step up its
inspections of Cyprus flag ships and

delete any substandard ships, thereby
improving the flag state’s detention
records, and implement full
computerisation of its records. These
efforts were later to bear fruit, galvanised
by Cyprus’ impending accession to the EU,
but Oldendorff himself sadly passed away
in 2003, after having been appointed
honorary lifetime President of the CSC in

recognition of outstanding leadership
of the association.

Another important personality
during the early years of the
CSC was Zenon
Katsourides, appointed by
the President of the Republic

as Special Advisor on
Shipping. He proved a highly

energetic champion of the maritime
sector, organising a series of overseas
roadshows to extoll the merits of Cyprus as
a maritime hub, and becoming prime
mover behind the setting up of the
“Maritime Cyprus” Conference and
Exhibition, held every two years in
Limassol.

Some other notable arrivals to Cyprus had
meanwhile taken place. Following the
break-up of the USSR, Russian banks
were no longer in a position to finance
domestic Shipping deals, and the Western
banks that stepped in to take their place
stipulated Western-style shipmanagement
arrangement. Unicom was therefore set up
in Limassol to manage the Sovcomflot fleet,
initially as a joint venture between Acomarit
and Sovcomflot, but with the latter
eventually assuming 100% control. 

During the early 1990s tanker magnate
John Fredriksen also lived on Cyprus for
while, adopting Cypriot nationality, with his
Seatankers Management Co becoming an
early Member of the CSC. 

Other shipmanagement arrivals from
overseas included UK-owned Dobson
Fleet Management, which set up in
Limassol in 1993, as well as one of the
first overseas offices of the V.Ships
Group, established in Monaco just a few
years before. 

With Limassol having grown into one of the
world’s leading third party
shipmanagement centres, it is worth noting
that Cyprus-based shipmanagers also
played a leading role around this time in the
formation of the International Ship
Managers’ Association (ISMA) and its
ISMA Code of Quality, forerunner of the
IMO’s own ISM (International Safety
Management) Code.

Klaus Oldendorff
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History

An important early milestone for the CSC
occurred in 1995, when start-up insurance
brokers Aphentrica, established by Marinos
and Anna Vourgos, became the
association’s 100th Member.

Preparing for EU Accession
Capt. Juergen Hahn, of average
adjusters Stichling Hahn Hilbrich,
succeeded as CSC President
in 1997, reflecting the fact that
Cyprus by then had grown
into “a real shipowning,
shipmanagement and
Shipping related activities
centre,” as he puts it. 

With the competitive fiscal climate
and support from both the government
and the CSC, marine services companies
like his own enjoyed “an unparalleled
opportunity to develop a business model
from scratch, to expand our activities and
create job opportunities in this country,”
he recalls. 

As CSC President, it was Hahn’s job to
ensure that those competitive ‘offshore’
benefits enjoyed by the Shipping
cluster should continue after Cyprus
joined the European Union.
Although accession was not to
take place until 2004, the CSC
was involved in lobbying for the
interests of its Members from
the mid 1990s onwards. 

“From 1997 to 2001 as President of
the Chamber I was deeply involved in
preparing the Shipping Industry for the

entry of Cyprus into the EU,” recalls Hahn.
“This was a demanding task from an
industry point of view – sometimes also
challenging.” But thanks to what he calls
“political support for a brighter future for the
Shipping Industry in this country, its people
and the infrastructure built up over

decades,” that campaign proved
successful.  

Hahn’s successor as
CSC President was
Andreas Droussiotis,
who went on to serve

three terms from 2003
to 2009. 

Droussiotis’ main task was to
continue working hand in hand with the
Cypriot government to complete
harmonisation of the nation’s Shipping
laws with the requirements of the
European Commission ahead of the
country’s accession to the EU, which
took place in

2004. And in doing so the CSC’s aim was
clear: to try and preserve the tax
incentives that shipowners and
shipmanagers in Cyprus enjoyed, and if
possible extend them to other Members
of the Shipping cluster.

Widening Tonnage Tax
The CSC held “many meetings” with
different officers from the EU in order to
convince them of Cyprus’ need for Tonnage
Tax, relates Droussiotis. “EU Transport
Commissioner Jacques Barrot was initially
very much against giving any incentives for
Shipping over other industries, but CSC
Director General Thomas Kazakos and I
worked very hard to convince him that here
on Cyprus foreign shipowners and
shipmanagers needed to retain their
tonnage tax incentives.

Effectively that would mean extending
the country’s Tonnage Tax scheme to
shipmanagers as well. That system had

been in place since

Juergen Hahn
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1963, helping attract to the island
shipowners from countries like Germany
that have a double  taxation agreement.

The CSC’s argument was based on the
existing strength of the Shipping cluster,
with its contribution of about 7% of
national GDP or CY£900m to
CY£1.2bln a year to the
national economy plus
employment of some
4,000 to 4,500 persons. 
“We argued that the EU
wouldn’t want Cyprus to
join and then destroy its
economy, with all the financial
burden that would bring,” recalls

Droussiotis. The EU for its part
appreciated that Cyprus had no

manufacturing industry and thus
had to rely on being a services

centre, “meaning that if Shipping
disappeared, so would banking,

insurance, legal services and so on.”

A secondary argument concerned the size
of the Cypriot flag. “We claimed that
Cyprus could act as an Open Register
within the EU and help retain the size of
the European fleet and even attract
companies from outside” – something he
concedes has not happened fully yet
because of the negative effect of the
Turkish ban on Cyprus ships.

In the end EU
Commissioner Barrot was
won over, and the
provisions of the Cyprus
Tonnage Tax system
were approved for

shipmanagers as well,
with this wider application

being included in the EU
State Aid Guidelines.

“Most other EU countries have since
followed suit, extending or introducing
Tonnage Tax systems to cover shipowners
and shipmanagers”, says Droussiotis.  

Bolstering the Flag
Meanwhile, the effects of the Department
of Merchant Shipping’s policy of “zero
tolerance” towards possible substandard
ships, adopted ahead of EU entry, was
gradually being felt in the improved
quality of Cyprus-registered tonnage.
The flag left the ‘Black List’ of the Paris
MOU – whose ratings are based on a
rolling three-year average of detention
statistics – in 2005, a year later making
it onto the positively approved ‘White
List’. Similar results were shortly to follow
with the Tokyo MOU.   

The CSC had played an active role in the
recruiting of more independent surveyors
by the DMS in order to better police the
quality of Cyprus-flagged ships and
ensure they were in compliance with all
the required rules. “We provided a list of
independent surveyors that as owners we
already knew, based in ports around the

Andreas Droussiotis
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world, which the DMS screened and
accepted,” Droussiotis recalls. “We also
insisted on more stringent conditions
regarding age and whether ships were
managed from Cyprus, because we didn’t
want the Cyprus flag to be wrongly seen
as a so called Flag of Convenience.”

In these efforts the CSC received a lot of
cooperation from different government
departments, such as the Ministries of
Communications and Works, Labour,
Finance and the Interior, he continues,
“because in the end they realised it was
in the best interests of Cyprus and the
Cyprus flag. But we had to apply pressure
to get the engine started, and in many
instances visited the President of the
Republic, to get the process started from
the top.” 

The association also had to lobby across
political divides to achieve these 
and other achievements that it sought, such

as permit requirements for expat workers. 
This proved successful because ‘”the
government knew we were an industry that
didn’t ask for financial help, and made a big
contribution to the economy of the country,”
believes Droussiotis, and a testament to
that lobbying effort can now be found in the
solid support that CSC enjoys from across
the entire spectrum of Cypriot political
parties.

Recent Years
(2009 to 2014)
Capt. Dirk Fry took over as
CSC President for the period
2009-11, having previous
served several stints as a
Vice-President and been one of
the founder CSC Members.

“My main task was ensuring that the
Tonnage Tax system of Cyprus was fully
vetted and approved by the EU,” he

recollects. It was checked
against the State Aid
Guidelines for Maritime
Transport in 2010 and
found to be “fully compliant
with EU regulations.”

Having already been
extended to shipmanagers,

the revised Cyprus scheme
also specifically included

crew managers as well as ship
charterers. EU ratification

opened the way for that broader
application of Tonnage Tax to take

place in other EU countries as well.

For Fry, CSC’s close relationship with the
government in order to jointly promote
Cyprus Shipping, “especially in respect of
Tonnage Tax legislation,” has always been
one of its key strengths, setting it apart
from many other national associations.
“This also meant we had very close
contact with the Government
representative in Brussels to promote the
Cyprus Shipping Industry,” he adds.

Fry himself has served as the CSC’s
representative on the Board of the
Brussels-based European Community
Shipowners’ Associations and the
London-based International Chamber of

Shipping (ICS) since 2007.
“ECSA and ICS have

always been very
supportive to Cyprus,
especially on
problems
concerning the
Turkish ban,” which

he describes as “still
the scourge of the

Cyprus industry.” One of
the first “confidence building

measures” ahead of any political
settlement of the Cyprus question could
be the lifting of the ban, he suggests. •

Dirk Fry
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E
nsuring a strong future for

European Shipping via the

adoption by different EU countries

of an Integrated Maritime Policy has

become the latest goal of the Cyprus

Shipping Chamber, according to its

President Capt. Eugen Henning Adami.

The new approach was unveiled in ‘The

Limassol Declaration’ adopted by

European Shipping Ministers and the

European Commission during the Cyprus

Presidency of the Council of the EU in the

second half of 2012. 

Subtitled “A marine and maritime agenda

for growth and jobs,” the document

committed EU member states to

developing holistic policies in support of the

‘blue economy’ by 2020 - with a view to

reducing administrative and regulatory

burdens and removing bottlenecks for

innovation and investment.

“As the CSC we have always believed in

the maritime clustering concept,” says

Adami. He recalls how the Chamber

adopted a “broad constituency” approach

from the outset, accepting a wide range of

Shipping-related companies as Members

(either full or associate) rather than merely

shipowners or shipmanagers. 

As a result CSC has been able to grow into

the diverse maritime interest group it is

today. Numbering more than 150

Members, it both acts as an advisor to

national government and represents

Cypriot interests abroad on all matters

relating to seaborne transport.  

In similar fashion, an integrated maritime

policy approach on all matters relating to the

oceans is needed if Europe’s maritime trade

and employment prospects are to expand

significantly, the CSC President believes. 

EC President José Manuel Barroso first

coined the idea of an Integrated Maritime

Policy for the ‘blue economy’ of the EU

back in 2007, Adami relates. Five years

later, Cyprus decided to “re-energise” the

initiative as the central Shipping plank of its

six-month Presidency of the EU Council. 

Under the Limassol Declaration, EU

member states reaffirmed the need for a

coordinated and dynamic approach to

marine and maritime affairs, and

committed to adopting an integrated

approach to the development of sectors

such as fisheries, offshore energy, seabed

mining, coastal leisure/tourism, ports and

Shipping by 2020.

“With competition coming from outside

Europe, we have to strengthen the

collaboration of different marine and

maritime industry players in order to make

the EU - and particularly Cyprus - more

competitive than other places,” explains the

CSC President. 

“To do that we have to look at new ways

of doing things, such as e-navigation,

better education of our workforce and

how to operate more efficiently and

profitably. The only way 

to do this is through the pooled efforts of

the cluster. We have to break down

barriers and share information - the key

is transparency, as with the internet.”

One area where Cyprus will benefit from

an integrated maritime policy is in the

exploitation of its recently detected

offshore oil and gas reserves, which are

located in water as deep as 2,500 metres,

posing severe marine challenges. “All the

offshore operations will involve ship

movements, including the building of the

drilling infrastructure and laying of the

pipeline ashore,” says Adami. “The

Department of Merchant Shipping has to

make this happen and ensure that it is

done properly and safely, because we

owe it to the environment and to the

people of Cyprus.”

A coordinated maritime policy approach

would also be needed in the event of any

settlement between Cyprus and Turkey over

the thorny issue of reunification of the

island. Here it is envisaged that the

abandoned border city of Famagusta might

be returned under Greek Cypriot control,

and its once thriving port reactivated. 

Before then, “and certainly before any

Turkish accession to the EU,” the Turkish

embargo on Cyprus flag vessels (or those

having called a Cypriot port or carrying

Cyprus-owned cargo) from entering Turkish

Towards the future
by CSC President

Capt. Eugen Henning Adami 
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ports, in place since 1987, would have to be

lifted, he adds.

Training is another subject high on the

CSC’s agenda, and the association

already takes part in several programmes

to enhance maritime education in Cyprus,

including the Understanding Shipping

course in co-operation with the Institute of

Chartered Shipbrokers (ICS).

And as a new initiative under the Limassol

Declaration, the CSC with the support of the

government is also proposing a pan-EU

project to build a fleet of ‘tallship’ sailing

vessels, on which those wishing to pursue a

maritime career could gain an introduction to

life at sea and serve part of their cadetship.

In fact, Adami feels passionately about the

whole question of seafarer employment in

Europe. With the unemployment rate

among the continent’s young people at

alarmingly high levels, he would like to see

far more employed in auxiliary marine

positions - “such as reefer engineers,

fitters, electrical engineers, cooks,

stewards or messmen.”

“European shipowners need to take their

European roots seriously,” 

Adami urges.

The CSC is already engaged with CYMEPA

(the Cyprus Marine Environmental

Protection Association) on a novel

programme to increase maritime awareness

among the country’s schoolchildren. A joint

‘Adopt a Ship’ campaign has been rolled out

in 100 classrooms across the island,

where each is partnered with a

vessel belonging to a

CSC Member. The ship

sends weekly email updates on her

position and cargo movements, which are

then plotted on a giant world map on the

classroom wall. 

“The schools, teachers, parents and of

course children all love it,’ confides Adami,

“and it teaches a bit about geography and

economics, as well as marine

involvement.”

Finally, the CSC President stresses that the

association has only been able to achieve

the effectiveness it has thanks to the

“excellent” cooperation it enjoys with all

departments and levels of the Cyprus

administration. This was evidenced when

the President of the Republic of Cyprus,

Nicos Anastasiades, attended the Maritime

Cyprus 2013 conference in person to pledge

his government's ongoing support for the

Cyprus Shipping community as "one of its

top priorities" with the appointment of a

special Under-Secretary for Shipping.

“We’re very close to the government, with

short communication time and direct

access,” says Adami. This has always

allowed the Cypriot authorities and Shipping

community, as represented by the CSC, “to

pull in one direction together, in order to

achieve common goals” – a good

example, if you like, of integrated

maritime policy in action. •
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Oesterreichischer Lloyd Seereederei (Cyprus) Ltd (OELSR), was originally founded in the Mediterranean with 
a history dating as far back as 1836, The family owned Company is a Full Member of the Cyprus Shipping 
Chamber (CSC) for almost two decades now and its Chairman, CEO & Managing Partner, Capt. E. Koch, also 
holds the position of Vice Chairman of the Cyprus Shipowners Employers Association, CYSEA.  Several key 
members of the OELSR team and the Chairman happily actively participate and contribute in the various 
Sub-Committees of CSC confirming the Company’s strong bond, support and remarkable relationship with 
CSC.  OELSR owns and manages its small although very strong and sturdy young fleet of 7 vessels (average 
age of 5 yrs), all proudly flying the reputable Cyprus flag from its premises close to the port of Limassol.  With 
an accumulation of diverse knowledge and experience with all types of seagoing transport, the Company is 
more focused and specialised in the MPP Segment. OELSR’s drive for excellence, service, communication 
and availability is implemented from the Chairman downward always aiming at excelling in the quality of our 
services to our Customers and Investors alike. We are thrilled to cooperate with qualified, professional and 
proactive 1st Class National and International Associates, Institutions and Contacts “Cyprus - where great 
opportunity presents itself for taking positive steps forward in the number one Shipping Centre in Europe” 

3rd Floor,  
67 Franklin Roosevelt Ave,  
PO Box 57280, 3314  
Limassol, Cyprus  

Tel +357-25-662555
Fax +357-25-662666

e-mail oel@cy.oelsm.com
www.oelsm.com
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The North of England P&I Association Limited
The Quayside, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 3DU UK
Telephone: +44 (0) 191 2325221 Fax: +44 (0) 191 2610540 www.nepia.com

CONGRATULATIONS
from all at North to 

Cyprus Shipping Chamber on their 25th Anniversary
1989 – 2014
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M
uch of the credit for the Cyprus

Shipping Chamber’s success

down the years belongs to its

highly capable Secretariat. The Limassol-

based team spearheads lobbying efforts,

oversees meetings of the CSC Board of

Directors and its various Committees and

Sub-Committees, organises numerous

business and social events, and in general

takes care of Members’ interests on a day-

to-day basis.  

Director General Thomas Kazakos joined

the CSC back in 1992. After completing

undergraduate and postgraduate Law

degrees in the UK, specializing in labour

law and maritime transport, he worked

briefly for the Cyprus Industrialists and

Employers Federation (CIEF) before

becoming internal legal advisor at the

CSC, three years later moving up to the

top job.

Kazakos recalls that he was hired to lobby

the Cyprus government to ratify ILO

standards for improved seafarer working

and living conditions, thereby providing an

early indication of the CSC’s pursuit of the

highest international standards on behalf

of its Members and the Cyprus flag. For

this he pays tribute to the vision of the

CSC’s founding Members and to his five

predecessors at the Secretariat.

Two-and-a-half decades on, the

CSC’s core strengths reside in

“matters of Trust,” he believes.

“Both the Trust of our Members

towards the association, their

‘sense of belonging’, and the Trust

we have earned from our business

partners such as the Government,

Parliament and various authorities and

professional bodies in Cyprus.” The CSC

is the only trade association to sit on the

board of both of the country’s major

federations of employers, the CIEF

and the Cyprus Chamber of Commerce

and Industry (CCCI), he notes, as well as

the Cyprus Investment Promotion

Agency (CIPA).

More importantly for Shipping matters,

the CSC is an active representative of

the Cyprus Shipping community at both

the ICS (International Chamber of

Shipping (ICS) and ECSA (European

Community Shipowners’ Associations),

he points out, and is honoured to have

had representatives elected Vice-

Presidents of such important Shipping

organisations. “The technical know-how

of our Members is another of our

massive advantages,” he says.

In terms of practical results achieved,

Kazakos highlights the “upgrading and

enhancement of the Cyprus flag, Maritime

Administration and whole image

of the local Shipping community” that the

CSC helped push through, its’ main pre-

occupation in its first decade.

This was followed by another decade

“working very closely and collectively with

our Maritime Administration to successfully

conclude the Shipping Chapter of the EU

Negotiations on Cyprus Accession,” and

then the upgrading of the Cyprus tonnage

tax system and its formal approval by the

EU in March 2010, which he calls the

“crown jewel.”

Finally, Kazakos is justly proud of the

recognition that the CSC has won for its

“social and socio-economic contribution to

Cypriot society,” which he says has given

the Shipping community in Cyprus “a

completely different image in the country

to the one it had before the Chamber was

set up.”

For all these achievements the CSC

Director General pays tribute to the

dedication and professionalism of the team

at the Chamber Secretariat, which he

describes as a “close and hard-working

Dream-Team.” 

“The Director General and all the

personnel of the Chamber have done a

fantastic job,” comments CSC ex-

President Adonis Papadopoulos. “I

don’t think I’ve ever come across

another industry body that has the

same level of knowledge,

performance and care as they do - it

is outstanding. Wherever we go the

Chamber is recognised and respected

by everybody.”

The Secretariat
by Director General

Thomas Kazakos

19

Defending Members’ interests
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marsh.com

Marsh Brokers Ltd would like to congratulate the Cyprus Shipping Chamber on its 25th Anniversary 

In the United Kingdom, Marsh Brokers Ltd. is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 
Copyright © 2014  Marsh Ltd. All rights reserved.

INSURANCE AND RISK MANAGEMENT SPECIALISTS
GLOBAL EXPERTISE, DELIVERED LOCALLY

MARSH BROKERS LTD
1 Michael Michaelides Street, 3030 Limassol, Cyprus 

CONTACT
Marios Phidia
marios.phidia@marsh.com
Tel: +357 2587 8100
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T his year’s Annual General Meeting

of the International Chamber of

Shipping (ICS) is being hosted by the

Cyprus Shipping Chamber in June. ICS

Chairman Masamichi Morooka kindly gave

the following interview on the long history of

close relations between the two bodies.  

“A quarter of a century ago when the Cyprus

Shipping Chamber was formed, I believe that

one of its first decisions was to apply to

become a Member of the International

Chamber of Shipping,” relates ICS Chairman

Masamichi Morooka, speaking from his NYK

office in Tokyo.  

Initially concentrating on employment

affairs (within what was then the

International Shipping Federation), CSC

quickly became one of the more active of

ICS’ national shipowners’ associations,

participating in virtually all ICS policy

making committees, including the ICS

Board, and supporting ICS’s efforts to

represent the global Shipping Industry at

bodies such as IMO.

Mr. Morooka believes that the CSC’s

contribution to the debates within ICS, as

well as within the wider industry, is

particularly valued because the Shipping

community in Cyprus has such an

international outlook and cross sectoral

engagement. With so many CSC Members

operating ships worldwide, they share the

global perspective of ICS, especially on

issues such as maintaining the primacy of

IMO as the industry’s principal regulator.  

The positions that CSC adopts at ICS

meetings reflect the collective interests of all

CSC companies operating many different

ship types. “In many ways CSC is like a

microcosm of ICS in that it seeks to

represent the consensus viewpoint of its

Members,” says Mr Morooka.   

ICS also receives valuable input from

CSC on the many technical questions in

which it is involved. In part this is due to

the large role that international ship

management companies play within

CSC. “I am very pleased that Capt. Peter

Bond (Interorient) is currently Chairman

of the ICS Marine Committee that

oversees the work of all the ICS technical

panels,” Mr Morooka says.   

Similarly, most CSC Members employ

their seagoing staff from a wide range of

different countries with the result that

CSC is very active in labour affairs and

manning and training issues. Over a 10-

year period, CSC played a vital part in the

discussions that led up to the adoption of

the Maritime Labour Convention and

participated throughout as a member of

the employers’ group at the International

Labour Organization. Thomas Kazakos,

the CSC Director General, is also a

member of the ILO Joint Maritime

Commission which is responsible for

reviewing the ILO Minimum Wage.      

For many years the CSC has been

represented on the ICS Board by Capt.

Dirk Fry (Columbia Ship Management).

“When I was elected to Chair the ICS

Board a couple of years ago,” relates Mr

Morooka, “I was very pleased that I was

able to count on Dirk Fry as one of my

fellow Vice Chairmen. He had kindly

agreed to

stay on specially for an extra year in the

interests of continuity.” 

In the present climate of political and

public concern about safety and the

environment, it is vital that the industry is

ready to respond. ICS has therefore been

very pleased by the proactive manner in

which CSC contributes to the

development of the international

industry’s positions on regulatory

developments within the ICS framework.

“ICS is the association of national

shipowners’ associations, which I like to

think of as a large family,” remarks Mr

Morooka. “As with a family, the various

Members can often have different views on

a number of issues, but as far as possible

we always try to ensure that ICS presents a

united front when dealing with the world

outside, which in our case means

presenting a coherent industry view to

governments.” In this respect the CSC has

always been a very loyal member, helping

ICS to present agreed Shipping Industry

positions via the excellent relations that the

CSC enjoys with the Cyprus Government

and the Maritime Administration.   

21

An important Member of the ICS family  

Message from ICS Chairman
Masamichi Morooka
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West of England congratulates 
the Cyprus Shipping Chamber on 
its 25th anniversary.

www.westpandi.com

Contact Seatrade for all your publishing requirements and fi nd 
out how you can benefi t from our unique publishing experience 
and highly targeted distribution. 

For details please contact Luke Perry 
Tel +44 1206 545121 email lperry@seatrade-global.com

Do you have a special event 
or anniversary to celebrate?
Co
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• Easy access to Jeppesen’s global chart database

• Invoiced and licensed once per year

• All ENCs available at any time for planning and navigation—always be ready to sail

• No additional software required

• An ENC service modeled after the popular, simple Professional+ concept

Jeppesen FlatFee Licensing makes purchasing and 
using ENCs simple, predictable and affordable. 
Saves time and work onboard and at the office.

ENCs from Jeppesen are authorized for paperless  navigation and meet the 

requirements for the upcoming ECDIS mandate. Through our Jeppesen 

ENC Service and Jeppesen Primar ECDIS Service, we provide official 

ENCs with our  proprietary compact file format (SENC), which means 
installations and  updates take just minutes and are contained on one DVD.

Official ENCs from Jeppesen
jeppesen.com/marine E-mail: info.marine@jeppesen.com  

+30 210 93 73 588 + 47 51 46 47 00
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ENCs from Jeppesen are authorized for 

requirements for the upcoming ECDIS mandate. Through our Jeppesen 

ENC Service and Jeppesen Primar ECDIS Service, we provide official 

ENCs with our 

installations and 
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ENCs with our proprietary compact file format (SENC), which means

installations and updates take just minutes and are contained on 

Official ENCs from Jeppesen

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  
 

   
 and meet the 

requirements for the upcoming ECDIS mandate. Through our Jeppesen 

ENC Service and Jeppesen Primar ECDIS Service, we provide official 

proprietary compact file format (SENC), which means

 and are contained on one DVD.

Official ENCs from Jeppesen

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  
 

   

22 Cyprus 14 MultiAd  20/05/2014  11:03  Page 22



Testimonials

23

The following are extracts from letters of congratulation and support sent to the Chamber on the
occasion of its 25th anniversary:

The CSC joined ECSA as observer Member in 1999, five years prior
to the accession of Cyprus to the EU. Together with the Cyprus Union
of Shipowners they are now full Members under the umbrella of the
Joint Cyprus Shipowners Association (JSCA). The CSC has proved to
a very active contributor to the work of ECSA, especially on the more
strategic issues that concern European shipowners. It also played a
significant role in the recent re-organisation and modernisation of
ECSA, a process completed at the end of last year.

The CSC has been particularly instrumental in safeguarding the
regulatory framework that ensures the competitiveness of European
Shipping. This revolves around the Commission’s guidelines for State
Aid on maritime transport, which allow Member States to establish
tonnage tax and other measures that allow European shipowners to
compete on a global level.

The outgoing Commissioner for Competition, Joaquin Almunia, has
decided last autumn to maintain the guidelines in force unchanged.
This is very good news for the industry, as it will continue to provide

legal certainty. We will call upon the
incoming Commission to continue
this policy.

As regards the Turkish ban of Cypriot
ships, we strongly condemn this and urge
EU policy-makers to insist on having it lifted
before Turkey could join the EU. Free trade and
unobstructed access to ports is the very essence of
international Shipping.

The environment and sustainability in general will no doubt continue
to be a priority for ECSA going forward. It is important that we maintain
a level playing field for Shipping in the entire Mediterranean basin,
between the northern, eastern and southern façades. Given the
strategic location of Cyprus, it will therefore be very important to have
the strong involvement of the CSC in devising a clear ECSA policy.

Thomas Rehder
President, European Community Shipowners’ Associations

Cyprus Shipping is widely
acknowledged in the EU for its good
reputation and the important role
that it plays in global Shipping. The
richness of expertise of Cyprus

Shipping is a valuable asset for
Europe towards the formulation and

effective implementation of EU’s maritime
transport policy, for a safe, sustainable and

competitive EU Shipping Industry.

The Cyprus flag is considered one of the highest quality EU flags
available. Shipping in Cyprus operates within an approved and
transparent tax and legal framework. The current Shipping tax

framework of Cyprus was approved by the EU under the current
composition of the European Commission. This resulted in the
fully upgraded and approved Cyprus tonnage tax system. 

The Cyprus Shipping Chamber has served Cyprus and EU
Shipping in a remarkable way and this achievement has not gone
without national, European and international notice. It is my firm
belief that this level of excellence will continue to flourish, in the
years to come.  I take great pleasure in congratulating the CSC and
its Member Companies and I wish them the very best on this
occasion and for the future.

Androulla Vassiliou
EU Commissioner for Education, Culture, Multilingualism
and Youth

In my capacity as President of the Republic of Cyprus (1988-1993), I had the
opportunity to cooperate closely with the Chamber towards the promotion of
Cyprus Shipping. 

The importance of the CSC as the trade association of the Shipping
Industry in Cyprus remains crucial, especially now when the Shipping
sector is invited to play an even more leading role towards the recovery
of the Cyprus Economy. 

I therefore find it imperative that the sustainable growth of Cyprus
Shipping becomes one of the priorities of the Cyprus Government in order

to secure that the high value worth and substantial
contribution as foreign and local direct investment into
Cyprus’ Economy from Shipping, is maintained and
enhanced even more. This can only be achieved if
certain measures that the Chamber has lobbied for are
implemented the soonest, always under the umbrella of
a clear “National Shipping Policy. 

George Vassiliou
Former President of the Republic of Cyprus
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The CSC plays a pivotal role in Cyprus Shipping, being an
influential lobbying body that is well structured and works in a highly
professional manner.

From the DMS’s perspective as a public administration, the CSC
has a direct and proactive involvement in most of the Shipping
activities in Cyprus. As the main representative body of the local
Shipping Industry, it works very closely with the Ministry of

Communications and Works and DMS and is always
consulted, and plays an active role, in

discussions on the formulation of
Government Shipping policy.

Furthermore, the CSC takes a keen
interest in, and supports, the affairs
of its Members and the public
sector, making valuable
contributions across a wide range of

areas thanks to its efficient internal structure of nine committees
and sub-committees, covering both technical and policy issues.

It also plays a key role in supporting a host of voluntary and
charitable activities on the island, which is greatly appreciated by
Cypriot society at large.

In addition, the CSC has played an integral role in the
modernisation and updating of the country’s maritime legislation.
There has been a modus operandi of cooperation with the DMS for
years, and since joining the EU these ties have been
institutionalised. Our joint workload has increased, with about one
third of maritime legislation now stemming from harmonisation with
EU laws.

Dr. Anthony Madella
Acting Director, Head of Legal and EU Harmonisation
Division, Department of Merchant Shipping

The CSC has always been, and will continue to be, one of the closest
collaborators of my Ministry and of the Department of Merchant
Shipping (DMS) for the formulation of our Shipping policy.

The Ministry of Communications and Works, through the DMS, will
continue its efforts to improve our services and maintain the incentives
offered to Shipping entrepreneurs, as well as to explore new incentives
ensuring that Cyprus’s attractiveness and competitiveness as an
international Shipping centre will be safeguarded. 

The discovery of hydrocarbons in our Exclusive Economic Zone
(EEZ) creates new prospects for our country and our economy.
These new developments widen the horizons of our Shipping
Industry, creating new challenges for both the public and
private sectors. 

Our vision is to develop Cyprus into an important Energy Centre in
the Mediterranean. The Government’s policy towards this aim

should be to enhance its role as a
coastal state monitoring efficiently the
related Shipping and other activities
that will arise.

The local Shipping Industry should
focus its efforts in meeting the needs of
the offshore activities and take
advantages of the new challenges.

The key to our success in the Shipping sector over
the last three decades is the close cooperation between the public
and private sector and the combined efforts towards addressing all
the challenges that emerged during the years. The said
cooperation will continue and strengthen even further.

Marios Demetriades
Minister of Communications and Works

A long, constructive and productive cooperation between the CSC and
the Government, particularly with the Department of Merchant
Shipping, has produced remarkable achievements, placing the Cyprus
Shipping Industry on a sound and sustainable basis. 

The Merchant Shipping legislation has been extensively updated
and the DMS has been substantially strengthened and became
able to exercise effective jurisdiction and control on ships flying
the Cyprus flag, with emphasis on safety and environmental
protection matters.  Cyprus, as a maritime centre, has been

jointly and vigorously promoted. 

The greatest achievements of this cooperation,
however, have been the successful negotiations
with the EU on the Chapter of Maritime Transport,
a requirement for Cyprus’s accession to the EU, and
the subsequent approval, in 2010, of the new tonnage
tax scheme for Cyprus  Shipping companies.

Serghios Serghiou
Former Director of the Department of Merchant Shipping

CyprusEditorial2014  20/05/2014  13:02  Page 13



“I want to congratulate the CSC for its 25th
Anniversary. A quarter of a century devoted to

visionary commitment and professional excellence.
Further, I wish to underline the need for enhanced political

support for Cyprus Shipping and salute the government’s
intention to create an Under Secretary for Shipping. 

The Democratic Rally will stand by the government in support of the Shipping
Industry. Merchant Shipping as a sector operating on a global scale and a
net contributor to the economy is even more important today in the particular
difficult circumstances the economy is going through. Our efforts to stabilize
the economy, as reflected in the positive troika and rating agency reviews,
further underline the importance of policies directed in support of healthy
economic sectors, and the Cyprus Shipping industry has a proven track
record of international magnitude.”

Averof Neophytou
President of Democratic Rally 

“The CSC is the benchmark for other organisations in
Cyprus to follow, for the professional and responsible
manner in which it acts and has helped establish the
Shipping industry as an engine for jobs, business
opportunities and growth.

The Government of Cyprus should drive initiatives in the EU to
influence the acquis communautaire and create competitive
advantages for Cyprus-based Shipping companies in partnership with the CSC,
which is best positioned to identify areas of regulatory improvements. The
Citizens Alliance supports the creation of a Sub-Ministry dedicated to the
Shipping Industry to reduce bureaucracy, increase communication with
stakeholders and attract more Shipping companies to Cyprus.”

Yiorgos Lillikas
President, Citizens Alliance

Testimonials
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“The rapid development of
Shipping in Cyprus has
been the result of systematic
and methodical work in the last
forty years, by the Ministry of
Communications and Works, the Department of
Merchant Shipping and the CSC. 

Other contributing factors to the rise of the sector have
been competitive incentives regarding taxation, the
great number of bilateral agreements, the external
telecommunications system, but also the people
employed in the Shipping Industry. Cyprus’ legal
system is compatible with other legal and
administrative systems, and the island enjoys peaceful
labour relations. In general, the professional business
infrastructure in Cyprus makes the island an effective
centre for Shipping activities.”

Demetris Syllouris
President, European Party

“Cyprus offers one of the
friendliest and most competitive

Shipping tax regimes in Europe
and a robust legal framework that

secures investments in the sector. 

Additionally the high quality of services being offered,
the geographical position of the island, as well as the
fact that Cyprus was one of the first countries to
enact legislation to protect ships against piracy,
provide significant advantages to companies
operating in this sector.

The Cyprus Parliament is committed to continue
supporting the sector and enacting relevant
legislations that serve the best interests of the sector
and lifting any unnecessary bureaucratic hurdles... .
We feel grateful to all these investors and
professionals that trust Cyprus and are using our
country as a base for their businesses.”

Yiannakis L. Omirou
President, House of Representatives

“The diverse work of the CSC all these years together with
the contribution of the State – especially the significant
success of the Christofias Government regarding the new
Cyprus Shipping Taxation System, which has been described
as the most important victory of Cyprus Shipping since the
foundation of the Republic of Cyprus – has given Cyprus the
status of a modern and comprehensive maritime centre, as well as
being the largest Ship Management Centre of the EU and the second
largest worldwide.

I would like to express the support of AKEL to the CSC and the objectives it sets
for the further promotion of the interests of Cyprus Shipping.”

Andros Kyprianou
General Secretary of the Central Committee,
Progressive Party of the Working People (AKEL)
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“As an island located at the crossroads of three continents and on a
multitude of important trade routes, Shipping has always been the obvious
choice for Cyprus to develop into one of its core business activities. We
connected with the world and we also helped the world to connect. 

I do believe that we achieved this through the continuous determination,
pride and professional work of our people working in the Shipping Industry.
The CSC is one of the shining examples of a determined group of people,
working in tandem, throughout the years, with all Cypriot
Governments to maintain and increase one of the
world’s largest merchant fleets under the Cypriot flag.”

Ioannis Kasoulides
Minister of Foreign Affairs

“I would like to congratulate the
CSC on its active involvement in
the Shipping issues of the country,
its expertise and the documentation
of its opinions and suggestions, which
have enabled Cyprus to respond to the modern needs
of international Shipping. 

Last but not least, the considerable humanitarian and
social contribution to our country is admirable and
widely acknowledged. I would like to express my
appreciation for the tireless efforts and the substantial
contribution to the consolidation and growth of
Cyprus Shipping.”

Zeta Emilianidou
Minister of Labour and Social Insurance

“The Cypriot Shipping Industry not only represents
the employment of thousands of people but an
essential source of income for the country as a
whole. It constitutes the international business
recognition of Cyprus, the professional credibility, and
the enormous political, diplomatic and tourist benefits
of having a Cypriot flag in every corner of the globe. 

The praise belongs to everyone – from the pioneers
of this idea and those who continue it, to the
executives of the private and public sector and the
thousands of employees working in this
industry, and to the many partners
from abroad who have trusted
and joined hands with us.” 

Andreas Christou
Mayor of Limassol

“The Chamber has for 25 years made a key contribution
to the Cyprus economy. The work carried out has been
remarkable, as the results are amazing in terms of the
size and importance of the Cyprus Shipping Industry,
largely due to the efforts of the CSC.

The opinions, needs and general information coming through
its Members, which are being communicated by the Chamber to all
relevant bodies, including the CPA, are an important axis and a powerful tool
for the designing and the setting up of needed business plans and strategies
towards the promotion and the development of Cypriot ports and the Cyprus
Shipping Industry.”  

Alecos Michaelides
President, Cyprus Ports Authority

Testimonials

“For a quarter of a century, the CSC has been
successfully handling the Shipping future of
Cyprus. By adopting initiatives, both in Cyprus
and abroad, it has managed to give prominence
to the Cypriot Shipping industry, which the CCCI
considers as one of the most Important pillars for the
growth of our economy. 

The credit for these achievements goes to all the current and past
Members of the CSC Board of Directors and its Executive Directorate.
With innovative ideas, vision and a lot of hard work, these people
constitute the pioneers of the Cypriot Shipping Industry, for which we
are all so proud today.”

Phidias Pilides
President, Cyprus Chamber of Commerce and Industry (KEBE)

“Cyprus offers a number of unique
competitive advantages which, among
others, include competitive ship
registration costs and fees, an EU

approved tonnage tax system, the
country’s strategic geographical location, its

advanced infrastructure and services, and a
highly-educated workforce.

In addition, the discovery of natural gas reserves in our
Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) creates even greater
prospects for Cyprus Shipping and of course for the whole
country.

We remain confident that investors will not only continue to
trust Cyprus but will also see the significant mid- and long-
term opportunities that are visible on the horizon.”

Christodoulos Angastiniotis
President, Cyprus Investment Promotion Agency
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“Our success in developing a highly
efficient and sophisticated Shipping
Industry is the result of the tireless and
coordinated efforts of our Shipping
companies. In this respect, to say that the
CSC is one of the most important
professional associations in the country is
an understatement. An influential and vocal
advocate for the industry, it has been at the
heart of Cyprus Shipping policy-making as
well as an illustrious ambassador of the
sector through its international affiliations.

The Cyprus Employers & Industrialists
Federation (OEB) is proud to include the
CSC as a Member, and we are
committed to always take into account its
views and interests.”

Philios Zachariades
President, Cyprus Employers &
Industrialists Federation (OEB)

“The CSC has
played a leading
role in the
introduction of a
series of regulatory
measures which have
helped to raise to high levels the quality
standards of Cyprus Shipping, the Cyprus
flag and ship management services. The
best example of such an effort is the
successful introduction in 2010 of the new
and fully upgraded Cyprus Shipping
Taxation System (the Cyprus Tonnage Tax)
and the inclusion of the Cyprus flag in the
“White List” of the Paris MOU. 

The Cyprus Shipping Association
(representing ship agents) is very proud
of the special relationship it has always
enjoyed with the CSC, our two
organisations maintaining close
communication and constructive
cooperation on matters concerning
Cyprus Shipping.”

Christakis P. Papavassiliou
President, Cyprus Shipping
Association

“I firmly believe that the Cyprus
Shipping sector should be supported
both by the Cypriot Government and
the European Union.  

One of the main
issues that we
encounter is the
embargo that
Turkey imposes
on the vessels
bearing the flag of
the Republic of
Cyprus. Our efforts are
focused on lifting the embargo, which will
lead to a win-win situation where Cyprus
will benefit and Turkey’s accession to the
EU will stand on a good track

CSC’s involvement in the maritime affairs
of the country has an important role to play
so that Cyprus can improve its
infrastructure, policies and procedures,
and continuously respond to the needs of
world Shipping.“

Eleni  Theocharous
Member of the European Parliament
Group of the European People’s Party
(Christian Democrats)

Testimonials

“I have followed the impressive development of the Chamber for years
now, contributing to the modernisation of the maritime administration
and the Shipping tax system and paving the way for the lifting of the
Turkish embargo on Cyprus ships. 

I worked closely with the Chamber on this last issue a few years back
when taking part in a fact-finding delegation to Turkey with the Parliamentary

Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection to enquire about
the various political and economic aspects of the EU-Turkey relationship with regards to the
internal market, the free movement of goods and consumer protection. There, I witnessed first-
hand the great professionalism and experience the Chamber has acquired over the years.”

 Kyriakos Triantaphyllides
Member of European Parliament
Confederal Group of the European United Left - Nordic Green Left

“Since the establishment of the CSC in January 1989, it has
operated as an ambassador of Cyprus Shipping abroad, and has
also acted as a lobbying group for the promotion and safeguarding
of the legitimate interests of its professional Member-Companies, at a
national level as well as at an international level. 

The Chamber has become a very influential body and a very important consultative body for the
Cyprus Government and any other organisation that deals with Shipping matters. … We hope
that the Chamber will continue to serve its Members, whilst at the same time, promoting and
enhancing the Cyprus flag and improving the Cyprus Shipping infrastructure.”

Takis Hadjigeorgiou
Member of the European Parliament
Confederal Group of the European United Left - Nordic Green Left

“The close cooperation that exists between
the Cyprus International Businesses
Association and the CSC has brought
positive results, since many times both
associations have been called to attend
Parliamentary Committees meetings, on
topics of mutual interest, and through a joint
co-ordinating strategy we are able to make
strong representations and reflect our
opinions in the decision-making process.

It is very gratifying to note that through
a joint effective lobbying strategy, most
operational problems related to
immigration rules have finally been
resolved with the introduction of a New
Government Policy on Work Permits,
which provides a more simplified and
accelerated process of reviewing
the applications of non-EU
national employees.”

Frixos Savvides
President, Cyprus
International
Businesses
Association
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“The Democratic
Labour Federation
of Cyprus (DEOK)
fought fiercely for
the modernisation of
the entire legal and
institutional framework for shipping and trade.
We also made efforts toward notification of all
ILO standards.

These historic developments marked the
beginning of a new era for upgrading of the
Cyprus Flag as well as for positive growth and
evolution of the shipping industry. 

All these long–term positive developments
need also to be attributed to the hard and
persistent work of the CSC and its cooperation
with relevant authorities and other
stakeholders within and around the industry.”

Diomides Diomidous
General Secretary, 
Democratic Labour Federation of Cyprus
(DEOK)

“The Federation of Transport Workers
(FTPAW-SEK Cyprus), as the ITF affiliate
Trade Union in Cyprus, has always
cooperated with the CSC and in particular
its sister association, the Cyprus
Shipowners Employers Association, when
it comes to maritime labour issues in
Cyprus. One of these is the negotiation
and signing of the Collective Bargaining
Agreement for Seafarers on Cyprus
flagships, something which has been done
for the last six years. 

For the Federation of Transport Workers
(FTPAW-SEK Cyprus), the CSC is indeed a
valued co-operator, which through its
Employers Association, completes the
spectrum of services it so successfully
provides to the resident Shipping Industry,
which it represents on maritime labour
relations.”

Pantelis Stavrou
General Secretary, Federation of
Transport, Petroleum & Agricultural
Workers, FTPAW Cyprus,
Cyprus Workers
Federation

“For the last 25 years the CSC has been the umbrella under which shipping and shipping-related companies in Cyprus have
managed to create not only one of the most important local industries but also a close-knit “community”.

During the years we have all witnessed the remarkable efforts of the Chamber to achieve its goals and to promote
Cyprus Shipping locally and internationally as well as supporting its members along the way. This was always done
with professionalism, enthusiasm and high quality delivery ensuring that the Chamber was – and still remains – at
the forefront of the industry.

WISTA Cyprus is proud to be a member and we thank the Chamber for its continuous guidance and assistance.”

Despina Panayiotou Theodosiou 
President, Women’s International Shipping & Trading Association (WISTA) Cyprus

“The modern rise of the maritime sector in our country
is fully identified with the life of the CSC, which is the
main representative of the domestic Shipping Industry
and therefore the closest partner of the Government in
the formulation and implementation of the country’s
maritime policy.

I believe that with the appropriate measures of the government, such as the
upgrading of the Cyprus Maritime Administration and the promotion of the
Cyprus Shipping Taxation System abroad, the maritime sector can grow even
more, achieving significant benefits for the Cyprus economy.”

Antigoni Papadopoulos
Member of the European Parliament
Democratic Party - Socialists & Democrats

“Merchant Shipping is a sector with
very big challenges and
opportunities which the Cyprus
Government, in a joint effort with
the CSC, has succeeded in facing
up to and exploiting with vision, correct
planning and hard work.

In these difficult times, measures which will stimulate the
national economy must be supported, and it is therefore
imperative, in my opinion, that the proposal for the creation
of an Under-Secretary for Shipping be implemented soonest.

The CSC has an even more important role to play as far as
its relationship with the hydrocarbon deposits sector is
concerned, and we must ensure that the Shipping sector is
involved in all strategic planning regarding this.”

Zenon Katsourides
Ex Special Advisor to the President on Shipping

Testimonials

“For 25 Years, the CSC
has operated as a
roving ambassador of
the Cyprus Shipping
Industry abroad through
its membership and active
participation at various regional
and international shipping associations
and organisations. 

When it comes to maritime labour matters,
the Pancyprian Federation of Labour
cooperates closely with the Chamber and in
particular with its sister organisation, the
Cyprus Shipowners Employers Association,
through which the Collective Bargaining
Agreement for Seafarers onboard Cyprus
flag vessels is concluded and renewed.

The Pancyprian Federation of Labour
recognises the professionalism of the CSC
as an association which through its sister
employers organisation promotes highly the
maritime labour standards.”

Athos Eleftheriou
General Secretary, Cyprus Agricultural,
Forestry, Transport, Ports, Seamen and
Allied Occupations Trade Union,
Pancyprian Federation of Labour
(SEGDAMELIN PEO)
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CSC Secretariat (l-r): Ben Casey – Training Officer, Amalia Kyriacou – Administrative Assistant, Sophoclis
Constantinou – Executive Officer,  Lefki Panayiotidou – Executive Administrator/P.A to the Director General, Thomas
A. Kazakos – Director General, Iliana Vassiliou – Administrative Assistant, Chrysostomos Efthymiou – Executive
Officer, Alexandros Josephides – Deputy Director General/Marine Manager

Annual CSC beach volley tournament for
Member Companies, proceeds from
which are donated to a Cyprus charity to
help children suffering from cancer. “We
would like to express our gratitude to the
CSC for its unwavering support,”
comments George Penintaex (below),
President of “One Dream One Wish”

As a result of numerous blood donations organised by
the Shipping Chamber over the last twenty two years,
more than 1,700 blood units have been collected. For this
commendable social service, the Cyprus Shipping
Chamber has been honoured by the District of Limassol
Blood Coordinating Committee
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Full Domestic Members
• Ahrenkiel Shipmanagement (Cyprus) Ltd.

• Ambra Shipmanagement Ltd.

• AOS Cyprus Holding Ltd.

• Arrownaut Ship Management Ltd.

• Beacon Shipping Ltd.

• Bernhard Schulte Shipmanagement 

(Cyprus) Ltd.

• BW Gas Cyprus Ltd.

• Chemikalien Seetransport Cyprus Limited.

• Columbia Shipmanagement Ltd.

• Cyfadaco Shipmanagement Ltd.

• Cymare Shipmanagement Ltd.

• Dalaro Shipping Ltd.

• Deep Sea Supply Plc

• EDT Shipmanagement Ltd.

• EMS - Eastern Mediterranean 

Shipmanagement Ltd.

• ESM Esmeralda Shipmanagement Ltd.

• Euroafrica Shipping Lines Cyprus Ltd.

• FML Ship Management Ltd.

• FRS Shipmanagement Ltd.

• Global Management Ltd. 

• Intergaz Ltd.

• Internaut Shipping Ltd. 

• Interorient Navigation Co. Ltd.

• Intership Navigation Co. Ltd.

• Iona Shipmanagement Ltd.

• JPC Shipmanagement

• Lefkaritis Bros Marine Ltd.

• Lemissoler Navigation Co. Ltd.

• Louis Cruises

• Lowland International Shipping

(Cyprus) Ltd.

• Marin Shipmanagement Ltd.

• Marlow Navigation Co. Ltd.

• Mastermind Shipmanagement Ltd

• Matrix Ship Management Ltd.

• Medstar Shipmanagement Ltd.

• Naihi Holdings Ltd.

• OSM Group Ltd.

• Petronav Shipmanagement Ltd. 

• Projective Transmarine Finance Co. Ltd. 

• Reederei  Nord Ltd.

• Reederei Austria Eberhard Koch 

(Cyprus) Ltd. 

• Salamis Lines Ltd.

• Sea Shipping Holding Ltd.

• Seachefs Ltd.

• Seatankers Management Co. Ltd.

• SMT Shipping (Cyprus) Ltd.

• Stena Holding Cyprus Ltd.

• Synergy Marine Ltd.

• Terra Navis Shipping Ltd.

• Tsavliris Salvage (International) Ltd.

• UCI Investment Ltd.

• Unicom Management Services 

(Cyprus) Ltd.

• Uniteam Marine Ltd.

• UPT Pool Ltd.

• V.Ships Ltd. 

Associate Domestic Members
• 30 South Maritime Ltd.

• ABB SA

• ABS Europe Ltd.

• Albatross Adjusters Limited

• Amathus Public Ltd.

• Aphentrica Marine Insurance Brokers Ltd.

• Asoted Services Ltd.

• Aspida Maritime Security Cypurs

• Bunkernet Ltd.

• Bureau Veritas

• Cargotec Cyprus Ltd.

• ChartWorld International Ltd.

• Chrysanthou Maritime Services Ltd.

• CYMEPA

• Demetriades Group of Companies

• Demsol Shiptech Ltd.

• Det Norske Veritas (Cyprus) Ltd.

• DGS Marine Group

• Diaplous Maritime Services Ltd.

• Elias Marine Consultants Ltd.

• Epsco (Cyprus) Ltd.

• ES STS Operations Ltd.
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• Euroship Management Ltd.

• Four Shield Solutions Ltd.

• FURUNO (CYPRUS) Ltd.

• Germanischer Lloyd (Cyprus) Ltd.

• GNA Marine Supplies Ltd.

• Hart Security Ltd.

• Hellenic Bank Public Co. Ltd. Shipping 

Business Centre

• Innospec Ltd.

• Island Oil Ltd.

• KVH Media Group 

• Lavar Shipping Co. Ltd.

• Ledra Ena Shipping Ltd.

• Lloyd’s Register 

• M.I.E. Services Ltd.

• MAN Diesel Cyprus

• Marine Wings Air Ticket Professionals Ltd.

• Maritime Institute of Eastern Mediterranean

• Marsh Brokers Ltd.

• MASS Maritime Armed Security 

Services Ltd.

• Monarch Telecom Limited

• Multimarine Services Ltd.

• MVS Communications Ltd.

• Nest Investments Holdings (Cyprus) Ltd.

• NetU Consultants Ltd.

• One Net Ltd. 

• Orphanides & Murat

• OWI Ltd (Oceanwide International) 

• Oxford Maritime Ltd.

• Prime Marine Engineering Ltd.

• Raytec Marine Co. Ltd.

• Sarnia Marine Insurance Brokerage Co. Ltd.

• Satlink (Maritime Services) Ltd.

• Seascope Navigation Ltd.

• Shoham (Cyprus) Ltd.

• Songa Management Ltd.

• Spectec Ltd. 

• Supernova Consulting Ltd.

• Telaccount Overseas Ltd.

• The Missions to Seafarers

• TMH (East Med) Ltd.

• UAL Alliance Ltd.

• UiBS United Business Solutions Limited

• Umar Shipping Services Ltd. 

• Wartsila Cyprus Ltd.

• Wenzel Marine Trading & Consultants Ltd.

• Wilhelmsen Ships Service Cyprus Ltd.

• Women’s International Shipping and Trading 

Association Cyprus

Associate International Members
• Bernhard Schulte GmbH & Co. KG 

• Bowline Defence Ltd.

• Chiefmar SRL

• Chugoku Marine Paints (Germany) GMBH

• Dualog AS

• Frank Mohn As

• Georg Duncker GmbH & Co. KG

• Gulf of Aden Group Transits Ltd.

• Hatecke GmbH

• Inmarsat Ltd.

• Intertanko

• Jeppesen Marine

• JLT Risk Solutions Ltd.

• Lintec Testing Services Ltd. 

• Marine Security International Advisor Inc.

• MARLINK AS

• North of England P&I Association Ltd.

• Optima Shipbrokers Ltd.

• Raytheon Anschutz GmbH

• RINA Hellas Ltd.

• Shell Marine Products

• SKULD

• Stichling Hahn Hilbrich GmbH

• The American Club (Piraeus office)

• The London P&I Club

• The Standard Club Europe Ltd.

• Thomas Miller & Co.

• Trans-it AS

• Videotel Marine International

• West of England Insurance Services 

(Lux) SA

• World-Link Communications, Inc.

List of Member Companies
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In the ever-tougher shipping industry you need partners who understand your business and provide solutions  
which maximise the safety, effi ciency and productivity of your equipment throughout its lifetime.

We believe in making common journeys with our customers, and tackling challenges together.    
Now that MacGregor has the Hatlapa, Pusnes and Porsgrunn brands on board, this is even easier to accomplish. 

Effi cient operations depend on good service. Wherever your ships are, you can rely on our global network for  
maintenance and repair resources, whenever you need them. 

Visit us at the Posidonia exhibition, 2-6 June 2014, 
Hall 3, Stand 3.123.

www.macgregor.com

Can you afford
not to make the most 
of your ship?
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Cyprus Shipping Chamber
City Chambers, 1st floor

6, Regas Fereos Str.,
P.O. Box 56607

3309 Limassol, Cyprus
Tel: +357 25360717
Fax: +357 25358642

E-mail: csc@csc-cy.org
Website: www.csc-cy.org
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